EEGARDING  THE  TIME  OF DEATH,

and ilie gullet were also implicated. If these signs are
absent, the symptoms have not been produced by such
poisons. So also melanosis in the stomach, i.e.) a deposit
of black colouring matter beneath the mucous coat, might
be mistaken for the effect of sulphuric or oxalic acid,, or
caustic alkalies, but as melanosis is unaccompanied by any
marks of inflammation, corrosion., or destruction in the
mucous membrane beneath, it should be easily distinguished
from the effects produced by such poisons-

Ulcerations of the mucous membrane of the stomach
and intestines are common in India, and should not be
confounded with putrefactive changes, but it may not
always be easy to distinguish them from erosions due to
irritant poisons.

Softening, and even perforation of the stomach, occa-
sionally result from an action of the gastric juice exerted
after death. In these cases the softening is gelatinous,
and is not accompanied by signs of inflammation, such
as redness at the margins of the softened patch and peri-
tonitis.

As putrefaction commences, a change in the colour of the
skin of the abdomen takes place, which acquires a pale
green hue, gradually deepening and extending to the skin
of the chest and the limbs. This is different from the
hypostasis already alluded to, because that change only
takes place whilst the body still retains some warmth, and
directly the body becomes cold it is arrested. The change
now spoken of occurs after the body has become cold, and
when decomposition has commenced.

Fat flabby bodies undergo putrefaction more readily than
thin and emaciated ones, and, as already pointed out, the
parts which have sustained injuries, such as wounds, lacera-
tions or bruises, commence to decompose first, and then show
exaggerations of the actual injuries inflicted* Again, bodies
of persons who have died from acute diseases, commence to
putrefy before those who have died of wasting and chronic
disease,
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